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  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 The Federation of Forwarders Associations in the Phils., Inc. (FEDFAP), is a     confederation of the Aircargo Forwarders of the Philippines, Inc. (AFPI) and the Philippine International Seafreight Forwarders Association, Inc. (PISFA) organized in 1993 which is its primary purpose is to tackle issues common to both seafreight and airfreight forwarding industries and to represent both associations in the international fora. 
Currently, FEDFAP is under the leadership of Mr. Erich H. Lingad, being the Chairman and President, together with Ms. Irene Manguiat – Tan  as the Corporate Secretary and Mr. Chris S. A. Coching as Treasurer. 
The FEDFAP Secretariat holds office at Unit 226 Bldg. B, Sky Freight Building, Ninoy Aquino Ave., Paranaque City with contact details as follows: telephone numbers: 854-7455; 853-3740; Telefax: 854-8427. For communications, you mail send it to: secretarygeneral@afpi.org.ph and secretarygeneral@pisfa.com.
CURRENT ISSUES

REVISED KYOTO CONVENTION (RKC)
The Revised Kyoto Convention (RKC) which is a legal instrument of the World Custom

Organization (WCO) that aims to simplify and harmonise existing international customs procedures around the world has been one of the concern in which the associations has continuously support its cause.
While the Philippines have acceded to the RKC, it is but important to ensure that it continues to be updated and relevant and that the implementing guidelines and provisions also suit the international trade.  With the new Congress opening, the association will closely monitor and promote the proposed legislation to implement the RKC.
In addition, the association will monitor the Bureau of Customs in regards to RKC provisions that only require the issuance of implementing rules without need of legislation.
REPUBLIC ACT 9280 (THE CUSTOMS BROKERS ACT OF 2004)

Over the years, the association had unceasingly supported the proposed amendment to  Republic  Act  9280 (RA 9280) that will allow the freight forwarders and brokerage

houses to transact with the Bureau of Customs (BOC).
After the signing of the act amending RA 9280 or the Customs Brokers Act of 2004, it is now known as RA 9853 (Customs Brokerage Law) whereby allowing the corporations and brokerage houses to offer customs brokerage services with a minimum P 1M paid - up capital and further allow to engage the services of at least one customs broker.
The Professional Regulatory Board for Customs Brokers (PRBCB) published the rules and regulations implementing the provisions for RA 9853 last April 2010, which showed the amendments of certain sections of RA 9280. 

RA 9853 specifically amended sections 27 and 29 of RA 9280 whereby the new Section 27 clearly states the “Acts Constituting the Practice of Customs Broker Profession” while the amendment to Section 29 states the “Admission to Professional Practice”.

The association is closely monitoring the rules to be issued by the Bureau of Customs to further implement RA 9853.

ELECTRONIC-TO-MOBILE (E2M) CUSTOMS PROJECT

The E2M (electronic-to-mobile) Customs project aims to streamline the Bureau of Customs (BOC) core processes, the import and export, as well as upgrading trade facilitation between the Bureau of Customs and its stakeholders, including other government agencies, “through the development and integration of various systems allowing internet-enabled and later SMS-enabled, thus less face-to-face transactions, all towards the realization of the National and ASEAN Single Windows.”

The electronic component of the integrated E2M Customs automated processes is an internet-based technology that allows Customs officers and traders to handle most of their transactions, from Customs declarations to cargo manifests and transit documents via the internet. This advancement includes electronic signatures which provide government officials, specifically the Customs administrators, with new innovations to make improvements in security, trade efficiency and fight against corruption.

The association fully supports this great advancement in technology through the efforts of BOC, the reason why the association took the initiatives as far as providing information, awareness and assistance to its members by conducting orientation seminars / briefings and forums with invited speakers from the Bureau itself and Customs accredited value- added service providers (VASP) to the issue on implementation of this new innovation of the Bureau of Customs.

Since it was implemented, problems continue to hound the new system particularly regarding the online submission of manifest information coming from NVOCCs and forwarders. In particular, freight forwarders are objecting to the imposition of penalties on late submission even if the same are due to causes outside the control of forwarders and NVOCCs.

MULTIMODAL TRANSPORT

The Philippine government has issued the initial policy framework on MTO. Implementing rules are yet being drafted and FEDFAP is directly involved in DRAFTINGTHE IRR in planning.
In preparation for this, the international freight forwarding seminar has been developed and improved with multimodal transport seminars covering topics on the different modes of transportation and best practices covering topics on technical and legal aspects. Thus, basic foundation course and advanced Multimodal Transport seminar has been conducted beginning of 2010, whereby the UNESCAP trained Trainers carried over in conducting said seminars.  
The association, as one of its platforms to run these modules is partnering with Philippine schools and universities to conduct and apply the seminars. Thereby, foreseeing the future employees are already knowledgeable of what the industry is into.  

As a proof to this, we have just signed a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with one of the popular colleges in the Philippines, the PATTS College of Aeronautics.

SHIPPING LINE CHARGES

Complaints of excessive charges levied by shipping lines are still an on-going issue. The association has exerted efforts on how we could deal with this on-going problem of uncontrollable shipping line charges. 
Meetings were set to discuss possible solutions to this crisis and still the association continues in finding means on how we could control this issue. 
OTHER GOVERNMENT PARTNERSHIP

· Member, National Transit Transport Coordinating Committee (NTTCC), Department of Transportation & Communication;

· Member, National Disaster Coordinating Council
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